
 

School for Advanced Studies West Campus  

Language Arts Summer Assignment  

Ms. Ruiz-Legg  

mruizlegg@dadeschools.net 

 

THE MAGIC STRINGS OF FRANKIE PRESTO 

BY 

MITCH ALBOM 

 

DIRECTIONS- Read The Magic Strings of Frankie Presto. I highly suggest that you obtain the 
ACTUAL PHYSICAL BOOK to read.  However if you are unable to do so you may use the 
following link- https://drive.google.com/file/d/138jqtU6DfKHicC7SaZZZPOA8A2HhrDjb/view 

 

Type your assignment in “TIMES NEW ROMAN” 14 and DOUBLE SPACE it.  A printed 
copy is due to me THE FIRST DAY OF CLASS but you must also save it to your own personal 
device. You must do BOTH SECTIONS, A AND B, below.  Be prepared to discuss the novel in 
class. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE- YOU MAY NOT USE CHAT GPT OR SIMILAR ASSISTANCE.  
YOUR WORK WILL BE CHECKED FOR AI USAGE BEFORE IT IS GRADED.  USE OF AI 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/138jqtU6DfKHicC7SaZZZPOA8A2HhrDjb/view


GENERATED WORK CONSTITUTES ACADEMIC DISHONESTY AND HAS NO PLACE 
AT SCHOOL FOR ADVANCED STUDIES. 

SECTION A- There are 6 “Parts” in the novel. 

Part 1- (to the end of Chapter 16) 
Part 2- (to the end of Chapter 32) 
Part 3- (to the end of Chapter 43) 
Part 4- (to the end of Chapter 51) 
Part 5- (to the end of Chapter 53) 
Part 6- (to the END) 

For each part, choose at least 2 quotes.  Write the quotes.  Then write a hearty paragraph (about 
4-6 meaningful sentences) for each quote in which you discuss its significance in context of the 
novel.  Make sure to present your views and your understanding of the novel.  You must include 
your personal thoughts as well as specific details. 

SECTION B) Choose 10 of the following 20 questions upon which to reflect.  Include the 
questions. Then write a hearty paragraph (about 4-6 meaningful sentences) for each question.  
Make sure to present your views and your understanding of the novel.  You must include your 
personal thoughts as well as specific details. 

1. What are the effects of having The Spirit of Music narrate the novel? How does it shade the 
story? 

2. Of what significance --- literal or symbolic --- is it that Frankie Presto was born amidst El 
Terror Rojo, the Spanish civil war? How do you think the cultural restrictions and political 
tensions affected Frankie’s childhood? How do you think they impacted his music? 
 
3. Throughout the novel, we get glimpses of Frankie’s story from people --- both real and 
imagined --- who knew Frankie through his music. What does this array of voices and characters 
add to the novel? How do they add to our understanding of Frankie? 

4. The narrator suggests that “everyone joins a band in this life,” likening family or other social 
groups to being in a band. In what ways is this true? How might it be helpful to think of life and 
relationships this way? 

5. Cast into the river as a baby, Frankie is saved by the hairless dog. What is the role of the dog 
in Frankie’s life? 

6. Very early in his life, Frankie shows “flashes of genius” with music. How much of genius or 
talent is natural?  How much is earned? Explain. 

7. In what ways might working with language --- writing, reading and speaking --- be like 
making music? 

8. Consider Frankie’s music teacher, El Maestro. What does he value most about music? How 
did losing his sight affect him? How does having Frankie in his life fulfill him? 



 
9. Beyond teaching Frankie how to play the guitar, how does El Maestro impact Frankie’s life? 
How does he step in when Baffa is imprisoned? What else does he teach Frankie? 
 
10. El Maestro tells Frankie, in no uncertain terms, that, “music hurts.” What might he mean? In 
what ways is this statement true or not for Frankie? Do you agree with El Maestro? 
 
11. When Frankie shows himself to be a talented singer as well as guitar player El Maestro says 
that he must choose because “being both means being neither.” What does he mean? Is it true 
that a person can only be truly great at one thing? 
 
12. Frankie enjoys and plays many genres of music, from intricate classical or jazz to simple, 
contemporary pop. What does it take to appreciate such different expressions of music? Why 
might many people limit their listening to a particular type of music? 

13. Franco’s oppressive political regime in Spain created conditions under which “art suffers.” 
How can art be limited by politics? What do you think is powerful or threatening to strict 
political rule about art and music? How do we see music exercise that power in Frankie’s life? 

14. Music is often defined as the organization of sound and silence in time. What do you think is 
the role of silence in music? How do we see Frankie balance sound and silence in his own life. 
Why do you think this is important?   

15. Consider the long, romantic and complex relationship between Frankie and Aurora York. 
Why do they always return to one another? What does this say about the role of forgiveness in 
the novel? 

16. The narrator states that, “all love stories are like symphonies,” with four movements: Allegro, 
Adagio, Minuet/Scherzo and Rondo. In what ways is this true? Why do such relationships 
experience such change? 
 
17. Frankie “grew up all over the place: Spain, England, Detroit, Nashville, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, California.” How does this influence him and his music? How might different places 
and landscapes affect an artist? 

18. Despite all his talent and success, late in his life Frankie still doesn’t believe he deserves 
applause. Why might this be so? 

19. How does Frankie and Aurora’s adopted daughter, Kai, change Frankie’s life? His music? 
What does Frankie mean when he tells Paul Stanley that “the older you get, the more you want 
your kids to know about you”? 

20. The narrator, Music, claims that “all humans are musical.” Do you agree? In what ways 
might this be true? What do you think defines music and what role does it play in our everyday 
lives?  


