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Summer Reading Assignment

AP English Literature and Composition
Connie Crawford Rodriguez conniecrawford@dadeschools.net

You will be reading the book Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe

(a link to the PDF is provided below, or you may purchase your own
book) and responding fo the passages in the Critical Reading
Response packet. PLEASE read the instructions at the beginning of
the assignment; there are a total of 24 passages written, but you are
NOT expected to respond to all of them. You may find it easier to
complete them as you read rather than waiting to complete the
book and then starting the responses.

WRITTEN RESPONSES ARE DUE ON THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL!

They will be graded twice -
once on the first day of school for completion only
and once after we have discussed the book,
giving you the opportunity to modify your responses after you have
participated in a class discussion.

Link to online pdf:
https://www.dordlacademyprep.org/ourpages/auto/2011/11/28/40400916/things-fall-
apart-chinua-achebe.pdf
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Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe

Critical Reading Response
For each set of chapters, a number of passages follow. Choose 2 of them, and
write the following for each passage:

e Identify who is speaking and who is being spoken to (if applicable). If it is
the narrator, indicate so.

e Explain the context of the passage. In other words, explain what is
happening, what has just happened, and/or what is about to happen.

e Explain what is significant about the passage and/or how it relates to the
meaning of the work as a whole.

e Note & explain the effect of any literary techniques used by the author

In the first set of chapters, the first passage is completed as an example.
Obviously, you can't use that one.

Chapters 1-5 (Choose 2 passages from chapters 1-5 to respond to)

1. Having spoken plainly so far, Okoye said the next half a dozen sentences in
proverbs. Among the Igbo the art of conversation is regarded very highly,

and proverbs are the palm-oil with which words are eaten.

THIS IS AN EXAMPLE OF HOW TO ANALYZE A PASSAGE:

This is spoken by the narrator in Chapter 1. He is recounting how Unoka calmly
interacted with someone to whom he owed money. It shows the highly
sophisticated art of rhetoric practiced by the Igbo. the Igbo value an
adherence to their cultural traditions, which include certain patterns of dialogue
considered. The metaphor of words as food is highly appropriate, given the
almost exclusively agricultural nature of Igbo society. They award the same
value that they place on food, the sustenance of life, fo words, the sustenance
of interaction and hence community. This passage offers insight into the
misunderstandings that occur between the Igbo and the Europeans, since the
Europeans value efficiency and directness in their dealings and foreshadows the

conflicts that eventually cause Umuofia to “fall apart.”



2. But this particular night was dark and silent. And in all the nine villages of

Umuofia a town crier with his ogene asked every man to be present
tomorrow morning....Unlike his father he could stand the look of blood. In

Umuofia’s latest war he was the first to bring home a human head.

Okonkwo ruled his household with a heavy hand. His wives, especially the
youngest, lived in perpetual fear of his fiery temper, and so did his children.
Perhaps down in his heart Okonkwo was not a cruel man. But his whole life
was dominated by rear, the fear of failure and of weakness. It was not
external but lay deep within himself. It was the fear of himself, lest he should

be found to resemble his father”

That was why Okonkwo had been chosen by the nine villages to carry a
message of war to their enemies unless they agreed to give up a young man
and a virgin to atone for the murder of Udo's wife. And such was the deep
fear that their enemies had for Umuofia that they treated Okonkwo like a
king an brought him a virgin who was given to Udo as wife, and the lad

lkemefuma.

“Father, will you go to see the wrestlinge” Ezinma asked after a suitable
interval.

“Yes,” he answered. “Will you go¢”

“Yes.” And after a pause she said: “Can | bring your chair for you?”

“No, that is a boy’s job.” Okonkwo was specially fond of Ezinma.

Chapters 6-10 (Choose 2 passages from chapters 6-10 to respond to)

1.

“...And how is my daughter, Ezinma?2”.

“She has been well for some time now. Perhaps she has come to stay.”

“I think she has. How old is she now?”

“She is about ten years old.”

“I think she will stay. They usually stay if they do not die before the age of six.”



2. And at last the locusts did descend. They settled on every tree and on every
blade of grass; they settled on the roofs and covered the bare ground.
Mighty tree branches broke away under them, and the whole country

became the brown-earth color of the vast, hungry swarm.

3. “Umuofia has decided to kill him. The Oracle of the Hills and the Caves has
pronounced it. They will take him outside Umuofia as is the custom, and Kill

him there. But | want you to have nothing to do with it. He calls you father.”

4. As the man who had cleared his throat drew up and raised his machete,
Okonkwo looked away. He heard the blow. The pot fell and broke in the
sand. He heard kemefuma cry, “My father, they have killed me!” as he ran
towards him. Dazed with fear, Okonkwo drew his machete and cut him

down. He was afraid of being thought weak.

5. "We have heard both sides of the case,” said Evil Forest. “Our duty is not to

blame this man or to praise that, but to settle the dispute.”

Chapters 11-13 (Choose 2 passages from chapters 11-13 to respond to)

1. The priestess screamed. “Beware, Okonkwo!” she warned. “Beware of
exchanging words with Agbala. Does a man speak when a god speaks?

Beware!”

2. Asshe stood gazing at the circular darkness which had swallowed them tears
gushed from her eyes, and she swore within her that if she heard Ezinma cry

she would rush into the cave to defend her against all the gods in the world.

3. The only course open to Okonkwo was to flee from the clan. It was a crime
against the earth goddess to kill a clansman, and a man who committed it

must flee from the land.




Chapters 14-19 (Part Two) (Choose 2 passages from chapters 14-19 to respond to)

1. *...The iron horse was sfill fied to the sacred silk-cotton tree. And then one
morning three white men led by a band of ordinary men like us came to the
clan. They saw the iron horse and went away again.... The three white men
and a very large number of other men surrounded the market. They must
have used a powerful medicine to make themselves invisible until the market

was full. And they began to shoot. Everybody was killed...”

2. The white man was also their brother because they were all sons of God. And
he told them about this new God, the Creator of all the world and all the
men and women. He told them that they worshipped false god, gods of
wood and stone. A deep murmur went through the crowd when he said this.
He told them that the frue God lived on high and that all men when they
died went before Him for judgement. Evilmen and all the heathen who in
their blindness bowed to wood and stone were thrown into a fire that burned

like palm-oil.

3. The next morning the crazy men actually began to clear a part of the forest
and to build their house. The inhabitant of Mbanta expected them all to be
dead within four days. The first day passed and the second and third and
fourth, and none of them died. Everyone was puzzled. And then it became

known that the white man’s fetish had unbelievable power.

4. He, Okonkwo, was called a flaming fire. How could he have begotten a
woman for a sone At Nwoye's age Okonkwo had already become famous
throughout Umuofia for his wrestling and his fearlessness.  He sighed heavily,

and as If in sympathy the smoldering log also sighed. And immediately



Okonkwo’s eyes were opened and he saw the whole matter clearly. Living

fire begets cold, impotent ash.

Okoli was not there to answer. He had fallen ill on the previous night. Before
the day was over he was dead. His death showed that the gods were still
able to fight their own battles. The clan saw no reason the for molesting the

Christians.

Chapters 20-25 (Part Three) (Choose 2 passages from chapters 20-25 to respond to)

1.

“Does the white man understand our custom about lande” *How can he
when he does not even speak our tongue?¢ But he says that our customs are
bad; and our own brothers who have taken up his religion also say that our
customs are bad. How do you think we can fight when our own brothers
have turned against use The white man is very clever. He came quietly and
peaceably with his religion. We were amused at his foolishness and allowed
him to stay. Now he has won our brothers, and our clan can no longer act
like one. He has put a knife on the things that held us together and we have

fallen apart.”

In this way Mr. Brown learned a good deal about the religion of the clan and
he came to the conclusion that a frontal attack on it would not succeed.
And so he built a school and a little hospital in Umuofia. He went from family

to family begging people to send their children to his school.

Mr. Brown's successor was the Reverend James Smith, and he was a different
kind of man. He condemned openly Mr. Brown'’s policy of compromise and

accommodation. He saw things as black and white, And black was evil.

“Wait a minute,” said the Commissioner. “I want to bring in my men so that

they too can hear your grievances and take warning. Many of them come



from distant places and although they speak your tongue they are ignorant
of your customs...”. It happened so quickly that the six men did not see it
coming. There was only a brief scuffle, too brief even to allow the drawing of

a sheathed machete. The six men were cuffed and led into the guardroom.

. The waiting backcloth jumped into fumultuous life and the meeting was
stopped. Okonkwo stood looking at the dead man. He knew that Umuofia
would not go to war. He knew because they had let the other messengers
escape. They had broken into tumult instead of action. He discerned fright in
that tumult. He heard voices asking: “Why did he do it2” He wiped his

machete on the sand and went away.

. The story of this man who had killed a messenger and hanged himself would
make interesting reading. Perhaps not a whole chapter but a reasonable
paragraph at any rate. He had already chosen the title of the book, after

much thought: The Pacification of the Primitive Tribes of the Lower Niger.



